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Cuomo announces deal to reform redistricting process 

Observer-Dispatch 

March 15, 2012    

ALBANY — Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced plans for a constitutional amendment and legal statute that would reform the redistricting process in New York state "by putting an end to the partisan and incumbent-protection gerrymandering that has plagued the process for over a century," a news release stated.

"This agreement will permanently reform the redistricting process in New York to once and for all end self-interested and partisan gerrymandering," Cuomo said in the release. "With the legislature agreeing to pass this historic constitutional amendment twice by a specified date, and passing a tough statute that mirrors the amendment, we have taken a major step toward finally reforming the state's broken redistricting process."

According to the release, the Senate and the Assembly have each agreed to introduce a resolution that would amend the state Constitution to establish new redistricting processes for both state legislative and congressional district lines. The amendment would need to be passed two times by both houses no later than Jan. 30, 2013, before going on a statewide ballot to be decided by voters, the release said.

The Senate and the Assembly also each agreed to introduce a separate statute that takes effect only if the two houses fail to meet that deadline. That statute would enact the same reforms, only through legislation instead of an amendment, the release stated.

The new redistricting process would include an independent redistricting commission, specific voting rules requiring 7 out of 10 commission members to agree on any plan, and judicial review provisions.
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